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GAINESVILLE, Fla. --- The popular “Protect Our Pets” video series returns as part of the University of
Florida’s Bug Week 2016, this year educating pet owners about bee and wasp stings.
Protect Our Pets is a collaborative effort between the UF Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS)
and the College of Veterinary Medicine (CoVM), to inform pet owners about health hazards that involve
insects and other arthropods, said Ruth Borger, UF/IFAS assistant vice president for communications.
“The Protect Our Pets concept resonates with people, because it shows how bugs impact our daily lives,”
Borger said. “Even better, it’s an opportunity for UF entomologists and veterinarians to improve the quality of
life for pets throughout Florida.”
The 2016 video is available at http://bugs.ufl.edu, along with previous videos from the series.
Flying, stinging insects tie in with the overall Bug Week theme, “Big Money Bugs,” which spotlights
arthropods with significant economic impact on Florida. For example, honeybees are one of the state’s most
valuable insects, Borger said, because they produce honey and pollinate food crops, ornamental plants and
wild plants.
As with previous Protect Our Pets videos, this one pairs a UF/IFAS entomologist with a member of the
veterinary school’s clinical-practice faculty, said Sarah Carey, CoVM director of public relations.
“I think we’ve struck a really good balance by starting each video with basic-science background on the
insects and the health issues involved, and then having a veterinarian take over to give information from a
clinical perspective that will help pet owners deal with any problems that do arise,” Carey said.
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In the new video, entomologist Andrea Lucky explains that the flying insects most likely to sting pets are bees,
wasps and hornets, particularly species that live in colonies. These insects may exhibit a strong defensive
response if they perceive a threat.
“If you have a pet that spends time in the yard, it’s a good idea to scout the yard for flying insect nests during
the spring and summer,” Lucky said. “Also, if there are times of year when flowers are blooming and you
have a lot of pollinators visiting your yard, you might want to supervise your pet outside at those times.”
Bug Week is a combined media showcase and educational event for the public, which takes place the week
prior to Memorial Day each year.
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